Statement on Ontario Provincial Police decision to not lay charges in the death of Soleiman Fagiri

Statement By:
THE BLACK LEGAL ACTION CENTRE (BLAC)
THE SOUTH ASIAN LEGAL CLINIC OF ONTARIO (SALCO)
THE CHINESE AND SOUTHEAST ASIAN LEGAL CLINIC (CSALC)
THE ONTARIO COUNCIL OF AGENCIES SERVING IMMIGRANTS (OCASI)
THE URBAN ALLIANCE ON RACE RELATIONS (UARR)
THE COLOUR OF POVERTY-COLOUR OF CHANGE (COP-COC)

August 10, 2020

We are deeply distressed by the failure of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) to lay charges against the correctional
officers at the Central East Correctional Centre (CECC) after the death of Soleiman Fagqiri.?

On December 15, 2016, Mr. Faqiri, a 30 year old man with schizophrenia, who was caged in a segregation unit, died after
being brutally restrained, beaten, shackled and pepper sprayed by at least six armed guards. A coroner’s report revealed
more than 50 signs of “blunt impact trauma” on Mr. Faqiri’s body, including on his neck, at the time of his death. Further,
that the multiple traumas, were likely the result of the restraint.?

Rather than receiving the treatment he required, Mr. Fagiri was segregated and subjected to intrusive and violent mental
health interventions. We stand with Mr. Faqgiri family, and condemn the violence that is perpetrated against Black,
Indigenous, and other racialized Canadians.

We are enraged by the impunity afforded those responsible for Mr. Faqiri’s death — despite, findings that the brutality
with which he was treated, was the likely result of his death. This impunity is correctly fueling the call for an immediate
change to the status quo across policing and criminal justice in this country, and a shift away from dehumanizing those
most vulnerable in Canadian society. Soleiman Fagiri should be alive today. Instead, he paid the ultimate price for his
vulnerability. He was deprived of his life, and now has been deprived of justice.

We understand that the provincial Crown Attorney investigated and determined that charges should not be laid in this
case. We call on the Ontario Provincial Police and the provincial Crown Attorney to release details of its investigation, and
we call on the Ontario Provincial Police to lay criminal charges against guards who participated in an were responsible for
the death of Soleiman Fagqiri.

We reiterate the position taken by BLAC on this issue,® a position supported by a global movement for change.
This unrelenting violence against Black, Indigenous and racialized people, particularly those whose lives intersect with

disability, reflects a massive failure of government — at all levels — to meet its obligations to protect and promote human
dignity, equity and non-discrimination. This violence must end now.
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