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The Black Legal Action Centre (BLAC) is delighted with Ontario Civilian Police
Commission decision: Walking While Black is not a criminal offense

In 2011, four Black teenage boys — the “Neptune 4” - headed to an after-school mentoring
programme, were stopped by police where they lived.

Toronto Police Constables Lourenco and Pais, decided to arrest them and for no reason
whatsoever, Lourenco drew his gun on two of the boys. Almost twelve years later, the Police
Commission found the police officers used excessive force and were guilty of discreditable
conduct.

They held there was no reason for Lourenco to draw his weapon on the boys, who were guilty of
nothing except Walking While Black.

This decision is a good anchor for the future and BLAC is hopeful that future police conduct will
be scrutinized through the lens of anti-Black racism.

BLAC represented three of the four boys in the “Neptune 4” case and thanks counsel Jeff
Carolin and Nana Yanful for their work.

For more information, contact BLAC at info@blac.clcj.ca
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